Room 3.18
3rd Floor

11am – 12 noon
Nobody Expects The Solidarity Federation!

"Direct Action Gets The Goods" - in the past 12 months the Solidarity Federation has launched various direct action campaigns against business owners and landlords in order to retrieve stolen wages or rent and we have achieved some success, as well as pressuring a national high street chain into withdrawing from the workfare programme in a high profile case. This session aims to review and discuss these methods and potentially use the opportunity as a skill share.

Organised by: Solidarity Federation (www.solfed.org.uk)

12 noon – 1pm

1839: The Chartist Insurrection

The Chartists were the original political movement of the working class, and 1839 was the year a National Convention assembled in London, and revolution seemed a real possibility. The year ended with an armed uprising in London, followed by the trial of its leaders for treason. Our speaker, David Black, is co-author (with Chris Ford) of a new book on the events of 1839.

Organised by: Hobgoblin

1pm – 2pm

What is a co-op?

What makes a co-op co-operative? Why would you want to be in one? Find out about housing co-ops, food co-ops, social clubs, workers' co-ops and more.  Are you setting up a project that could be a co-op? We'll hear what people are up to and share experiences and tips.

Organised by: Radical Routes (www.radicalroutes.org.uk)

2pm – 3pm

Bioeconomy - big new business for energy, agribusiness and plantation companies 

Bioenergy accounts for more than 80% of energy classed as renewable in the UK and is expanding rapidly. UK companies rank first for biofuel-related land-grabs worldwide. At the same time, UK energy companies are at the forefront of creating a fast growing, major new global market for wood-based bioenergy, backed by generous subsidies. Moreover, biotech, chemical and other companies are investing in developing fossil fuel replacements from biomass in other sectors, including plastics. What is the industry vision behind the new bioeconomy, what are the drivers for it and what does it mean for climate, nature and people?

Organised by: Corporate Watch (www.corporatewatch.org)

3pm – 4pm

How to Set Up a Workers' Co-op

If all those hippies can manage it, you can do it too.  A basic guide to setting up a non-hierarchical, collective business - no bosses, no shareholders, just you and your mates working out how to get a decent wage in a satisfying way.

Organised by: Radical Routes (www.radicalroutes.org.uk)

4pm – 6pm

Primitive communism and its contemporary relevance
The chief value of the study of human origins is that it nails the myth that ‘no revolution can change human nature’. It shows, on the contrary, that language, self-awareness and everything distinctively human about our nature was forged during the greatest revolution in history - the 'human revolution' which broke out in Africa concurrently with the emergence of our species, establishing an egalitarian lifestyle which lasted for a hundred thousand years.
Organised by: Radical Anthropology Group (www.radicalanthropologygroup.org) speaker Prof Chris Knight
